
10 Questions Every Lahaina Homeowner Should
Ask Before Rebuilding

A Practical Guide Before Making Major Decisions

Rebuilding after a disaster is one of the biggest decisions a family can make.

There are many people offering opinions, products, services, and solutions.

Before making commitments, it can be helpful to step back and ask a few important questions.

The goal is not to find perfect answers immediately.

The goal is to make thoughtful decisions that support your family for years to come.

QUESTION 1

What Do We Want This Home To Do For Us?
Many rebuilding conversations begin with square footage.

A better place to start may be asking:

- How do we want to live?

- Who will live here?

- What might our family look like in 10 years?

- What challenges did our previous home create?

A home is more than a building.

It is where daily life happens.

QUESTION 2

Is Rebuilding Exactly What Was There Before The Best Option?
Many homeowners understandably begin by imagining a direct replacement.

Sometimes that is the right choice.

Sometimes recovery creates an opportunity to improve:

- Comfort

- Flexibility

- Accessibility

- Energy performance

- Resilience

- Outdoor living

Rebuilding does not always have to mean recreating the past.

QUESTION 3

What Are The Constraints Of My Property?
Every lot is different.

Questions worth understanding include:

- Setbacks

- Easements

- Utilities



- Access

- Drainage

- Slope

- Shoreline considerations

- Agency requirements

These factors often influence feasibility as much as the home itself.



QUESTION 4

How Much Space Do We Actually Need?
Bigger is not always better.

Questions to consider:

- How many people will live here?

- Are there rooms that were rarely used before?

- Could flexible spaces serve multiple purposes?

- Would outdoor living space be more valuable than indoor square footage?

Efficient design can often outperform larger design.

QUESTION 5

How Important Are Future Utility Costs?
Many homeowners focus only on construction cost.

Long-term operating costs matter too.

Questions to consider:

- Electricity use

- Water use

- Maintenance requirements

- Cooling demand

- Equipment replacement

The least expensive home to build is not always the least expensive home to own.

QUESTION 6

How Resilient Do We Want The Home To Be?
There is no such thing as a risk-free home.

But there are choices that may reduce vulnerability.

Examples include:

- Fire-resistant materials

- Durable assemblies

- Solar and battery systems

- Water conservation

- Passive cooling

- Landscape planning

Different households prioritize resilience differently.

QUESTION 7

What Kind Of Outdoor Space Matters To Us?
In Hawai'i, outdoor space is often part of daily living.

Questions to consider:

- Shade

- Gardens

- Food production



- Gathering space

- Children's play areas

- Accessibility

- Privacy

Outdoor living can be just as important as interior space.



QUESTION 8

How Flexible Should The Home Be?
Life changes.

Questions to consider:

- Aging in place

- Multigenerational living

- Rental opportunities

- Caregiving needs

- Home offices

- Future household growth

A flexible home can continue serving a family for decades.

QUESTION 9

Who Will Help Us Navigate The Process?
Rebuilding often involves:

- Architects

- Engineers

- Contractors

- Utilities

- Agencies

- Lenders

- Insurance providers

Understanding who is responsible for what can reduce confusion and frustration.

QUESTION 10

What Does Success Look Like For Our Family?
Every family defines success differently.

For some families it may mean:

- Returning home quickly

- Lower monthly costs

- Better health

- More resilience

- Aging in place

- Keeping family together

- Long-term affordability

The most important goals are the ones that matter to your household.



A Final Thought
Many rebuilding decisions feel urgent.

Some are.

But thoughtful planning today can influence comfort, affordability, resilience, and quality of life for decades.

The goal is not to rush toward a solution.

The goal is to make informed decisions that support the future you want to create.

Ready To Start The Conversation?
You do not need to have all the answers.

The first step is simply understanding your property, your goals, and the options available.

There is no obligation to move forward.
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